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TRANSNISTRIA 

Transnistria, the tiny breakaway region of Moldova, risks being dragged into the Russia-Ukraine 

war because of reports of a series of explosions in its territory. 

About: 

The de facto state lies between Moldova to its west and Ukraine towards its east.Often described as a 
“remnant of the Soviet Union”, Transnistria declared independence like Moldova did soon after the 

break-up of the Soviet Union.When Moldovan troops attempted to take over the territory in 1990-1992, 

Transnistria was able to resist them because of Russian soldiers based in Transnistria.Since then, it has 

remained free of Moldovan control. However, most countries continue to see Transnistria as part of 
Moldova.Transnistria is not recognised as independent even by Russia and its economy is dependent on 

Russia for subsidies and free gas. Most Transnistrians have dual citizenship of Russia and Transnistria or 

triple citizenship of Moldova, Transnistria, and Russia.Unlike the rest of Moldova, which speaks 
Romanian, the majority of people in Transnistria speak Russian and use the cyrillic script like Russians. 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Bombay has signed a Letter of Agreement with India 

Meteorological Department (IMD) to develop climate solutions 

to combat climate crisis. 

About: 
This collaboration is likely to work on the development of Sensors 

and Drone-based Smart Monitoring systems, Climate-smart 

agriculture technology for water and food security, Intelligent and 

automated early warning systems, and Smart power grid 
management.Talking about the Interdisciplinary Program in Climate 

Studies at IIT Bombay, Secretary of the Ministry of Earth Sciences, Dr. M. Ravichandran said just like 

science, multiple disciplines like mathematics, engineering, and social sciences are required to understand the 
discipline of climate studies as well.IIT Bombay's mission is to be a thought-leader in Climate Studies.  

 

100 YEARS OF DELHI UNIVERSITY (DU) 

On May 1, 2022 Delhi University marked the beginning of its 

centennial celebrations. 

About: 
 The idea for the university began taking shape in 1911 when it 

was decided to shift the capital of India to Delhi from Calcutta. 

The onset of World War I, differences over the nature of the 

would-be university, and lack of funds kept the idea from coming 

to fruition for another 11 years.On January 16, 1922, the Delhi 
University Bill was introduced in the Imperial Legislative 

Assembly with the objective of establishing a unitary teaching and residential university in the capital of 

British India.At that time, Delhi had three arts colleges — St Stephen’s College, which was founded in 
1882 by the Cambridge Mission; Hindu College, which was founded in 1899; and Ramjas College which 

was founded in 1917 — and Lady Hardinge Medical College.These three colleges were to become the 

first constituent colleges of the university.The Bill was passed by the Assembly on February 22, and by 
the Council of States on February 28. The Viceroy gave his assent on April 6, and the DU Act came into 

force on May 1, 1922, with Viceroy Lord Reading as the first Chancellor and Hari Singh Gour as the first 

Vice-Chancellor.DU began with just two faculties — arts and science — and eight departments — 

English, history, economics, Sanskrit, Arabic, Persian, physics, and chemistry. 
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KOILASTILA GAS FIELD 

Bangladesh has discovered a new gas field with the capacity to produce 20 million cubic feet of gas 

per day (MMCFD) at the Koilastila Gas field. 

About: 
Koilastila Gas Field is one of the five gas fields purchased from the Shell Oil company by Bangabandhu 

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in 1975.So far 7 wells have been drilled in the Koilastila gas field of Sylhet Gas 

Fields Limited (SGFL).The first gas field in Bangladesh was made in Sylhet in 1955. Bangladesh 
currently produces 2370 MMCFD from its 26 commercial gas fields out of which 85 percent comes from 

the top 4 gas fields. Bibiyana Gas Field and Titas Gas field are its major locations for production of gas. It 

is estimated that Bangladesh has a remaining gas reserve of 11 trillion cubic feet. 

 

HARSHADA SHARAD GARUD 

In Weightlifting, Harshada Sharad Garud scripted history by becoming the first Indian to win a 

gold medal at the IWF Junior World Championships at Heraklion 

in Greece. 

About: 
 She lifted 153-kilogram in the 45-kilogram weight category, which 

included 70 kilograms in Snatch and 83 kilograms in Clean and Jerk to 
finish on top of the podium. 

 Before Harshada, there are only two Indians to win a medal in IWF 

Junior World Championships. Mirabai Chanu had won a bronze in 2013 
and Achinta Sheuli won a silver medal last year. 

International Weightlifting Federation (IWF)? 
 The International Weightlifting Federation (IWF), headquartered in Lausanne, is the international 

governing body for the sport of Olympic weightlifting. 
 The IWF was founded in 1905. 

 

6th INDIA-GERMANY INTER-GOVERNMENTAL CONSULTATIONS 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz today co-chaired the sixth 

edition of the India-Germany Inter-Governmental Consultations-IGC in Berlin. 

About:The biennial IGC is a unique dialogue format that also sees participation of several Ministers from 

both sides.This was the Prime Minister’s first IGC with Chancellor Scholz and also the first such 
Government-to-Government consultations of the new German Government, which assumed office in 

December last year.Mr Modi expressed happiness that his first foregn visit this year was to Germany.He 

informed that Germany has committed to support Green Goal Plans of India. German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz invited Prime Minister Modi for G-7 summit to be held in Germany.Prime Minister Modi and 

Chancellor Scholz signed the Joint Declaration of Intent establishing the Green and Sustainable 

Development Partnership.This Partnership envisages a whole-of-government approach to India-Germany 

cooperation on SDGs and climate action, under which Germany has agreed to make an advance 
commitment of 10 billion Euros of new and additional development assistance until 2030.This JDI will 

also create a Ministerial mechanism within the framework of the IGC to provide high-level coordination 

and political direction to the Partnership. A number of agreements were concluded during the Ministerial 
bilateral meetings. 

 


